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for Travel Survey Conferences




Minutes of the ISCTSC meeting held in the Thoroughbred Room, Hilton Hotel, January 25, 2007

Present:  Tom Adler, Carlos Arce, Franz Barta (for Werner Brog), Patrick Bonnel, Lee Giesbrecht, Martin Lee-Gosselin, Jean-Loup Madre, Elaine Murakami, Alan Pisarski, Harry Timmermans, Chester Wilmot, Johanna Zmud

Welcome and Introduction:

Johanna welcomed the members, and noted that several members had sent their apologies.  

Administrative and Financial Issues:

Approval of minutes:  

The minutes of 01/26/06 were approved without change.

Membership:

1. Vacancies and Need for New Members:

Current membership 22, maximum of 25 allowed.  It was suggested that an additional member be recruited from central Europe.  Jean-Loup will initiate a nomination.

2. Nomination Process and Procedure:

Two members of the committee must nominate a new member, and the willingness of that person to serve on the committee must be obtained before the nomination is submitted to the committee.  A simple majority vote is required.

Pat van der Reis Scholarship Fund:

Current balance in the fund is $1,583. The committee expressed an interest in increasing the balance so that the fund could be used to make meaningful awards at future conferences without becoming depleted. 

Costa Rica Conference Books:

40 books have been dispatched to libraries in South and Central America.  The libraries were identified with the help of Juan de Dios, Orlando, and Carlos Contreras.  It was decided to send the remaining 10 books to libraries in central Europe, India, and Africa.  Patrick Bonnel will identify two libraries in French-speaking countries in Africa, Johanna will ask Chandra Bhat to suggest libraries in India, and Klaas van Zyl will be asked to identify appropriate libraries in Africa.

Elsevier have requested the committee’s approval to market the Costa Rica Conference Book in electronic form in addition to the printed version.  Royalties will remain the same as for the printed version.

Financial Report:

See financial report attached.  Funds available in ISCTSC bank accounts total $9,040.91 although $1,583.30 of this amount belongs to the Pat van der Reis Fund.  Chester will investigate whether the low balance bank fee can be waived.

2008 ISCTSC Conference in France:
Status and Venue:
Arrangements made for exclusive use of Balcons du Lac D’Annecy in southeastern France for May 25-31, 2008. See attachment file reun01072.doc which describes the location and the contract with management at the location.  The attached file devis.xls is the budget for the conference.

Technical Program:
See attached file for the conference format approved by the committee (straw dog program.xls).  The COST conference will run on Monday, May 26, and ISCTSC delegates are invited to attend.  The Local Organizing Committee considered several possible options for an attractive social and cultural program with an all-in registration fee (conference, meals, lodging, special events) that compares favorably with previous conferences. The registration fee includes attendance at the COST conference.

The theme of the conference is the harmonization of data. Committee suggested that there be 16 workshops and that they address the topics shown on the attached file workshop list.xls.  Committee members listed next to the workshop topics are to prepare short descriptions of the intended purpose of each workshop and send to Chester within one week of the meeting.  Chester will then send out these descriptions to the full committee for their comments and suggestions.  At this time the full committee will also be asked to nominate resource paper authors for the workshop topics.  

Two keynote addresses are planned on harmonization of time use data in Europe, and on the harmonization of freight data in Europe.  A third keynote address is planned from the World Tourism organization.

It was suggested that since participants will spend considerable time in parallel workshops, care should be taken in pairing preferences of registrants rather than, for example, putting all the “topic” workshops in one set, and all the “method” related workshops in the other.  Further, it was suggested that for those resource papers presented in workshops, a speaker should be assigned to present a “meta appreciation” in a preceding plenary session to provide a comprehensive overview of current issues in travel survey methods. The assignment of papers to workshops or poster session will be dependent on the number of accepted papers. 

A call for papers will be issued at the end of February or early March, 2007, by a subcommittee consisting of the conference co-chairs, Martin, and Patrick.  Abstracts will be due by the end of April.  At the time of the call for papers, committee members will be asked to volunteer to review abstracts and papers.

Registration will be conducted through a conference website set up by Tony at TUTI (http://www.isctsc.org).  It was suggested that a separate line be set aside on the registration form for contributions, and that they also have the opportunity to specify what they would like to sponsor, including whether they would like their contribution to go into the Pat van der Reis scholarship fund or not.

Financial Sponsorship:
Commitments of sponsorship have been received from several organizations in Europe and the U.S. (see devis.xls), but Carlos will work together with the LOC in trying to expand the sponsorship.  Carlos will concentrate his efforts in North America while the LOC will concentrate their effort in Europe.

eJTSM
It was suggested that the proceedings of the conference be published on the conference website and be free.  Feedback would be obtained from the committee on this matter.  The LOC determined that the organizers of the COST conference may be willing to subsidize publication of a conference book provided that it was a printed version (i.e. hard copy).  The LOC agreed to look into this matter further and report back to the co-chairs.
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